PROBUS CLUB OF ST ALBANS
Founded 26" January 1984

NEWSLETTER -DECEMBER 2023

Nearly fifty members including our ladies attended our
Christmas Lunch held on the 14™ December at the golf club.

We were pleased to see Mike Western who had traveled
from Exeter to be with us and Mike and Pauline Foers who
were making a returned visit.

Collages of some who attended the lunch are at the end of
this newsletter.

After the lunch, Tony Savage, our acting Chairman, asked the
staff of the golf club to be present so he could thank them
personally for their excellent service both for today’s lunch
and for our monthly lunches during 2023. He presented a box
of chocolates to the golf club’s Phoebe for looking after us so
= well during
2023 plus a
cheque for
gratuities for
all the other
staff.




- We were most fortunate that Father Christmas
found time in his busy schedule to pay us a visit.
He entertained us with his HO HO HOs and gave
™ all the ladies present a Christmas kiss. He then

} went on to draw the names of the lucky winners
of the raffle prizes. Finally he help our Chairman
present a red rose to all of our ladies present

FUTURE DATES FOR COFFEE AND LUNCHES

Getting a new 2024 diary or calendar for Christmas, then
here are our dates for next year. All take place at the golf
club.

Coffee Lunch
January 11 25*
February 8 29
March 14 28
April 11 25
May 9 30
June 13 27
July 11 25
August 8 29
September 12 26
October 10 31
November 14 28
December - 12

*At our January 2024 lunch we will be celebrating our 40"
anniversary since the club was formed.



FUTURE EVENTS

Our club’s coach holiday for next year is to take place from
12" to 15™ May, based in Liverpool. This is organised by
Mitchellwood Travel Ltd. A copy of the flyer and booking
form was circulated by Tony Savage at the end of November
and these are also at the end of this newsletter. As you will
see John Hart is our club’s holiday organiser.

PROBUS LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB

The committee of the ladies club is holding a meeting on 17"

January to finalize their coffee mornings and lunches for
2024 which will be on:-

Coffee Mornings Lunches

29" January 20" March
24" April 5" June
17" July 16" October

4™ September

6" November
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Liverpool played a central role in the growth of the British Empire. Its great
wealth was built on trade and innovation and the city had the world’s first pas-
senger railway and the UK’s first skyscraper. Such was the scale of activity the
Port of Liverpool was the biggest single contributor to the British Exchequer
throughout the 19th century,

During the 20th century, although the city’s commercial preeminence may have
faded, it's cultural and sporting life flourished paving the way for the a remark-
able renaissance, something recognised by Liverpool’s iconic waterfront being
been given Unesco World Heritage Status, although the recent developement of
Everton’s new football stadium has now led to the loss of this status.

In the 21st century Liverpool’s renaissance has continued at an ever-increas-
ing pace, funded by both private and public investment. The recently opened
cruise terminal allows the world’s largest cruise ships to dock in the heart of the
city while the £72m Museum of Liverpool has reportedly helped Liverpool to
become the UK’s third most visited city after London and Edinburgh.

THE 4*LINER HOTEL

The 4* Liner Hotel is located in the heart
of the city centre and, although built in the
1980s, the hotel’s attractive theme once inside
the is that of a trans-Atlantic liner, or the type
of hotel in which elegant travellers stayed
i prior to boarding a cruise. All the bedrooms
flat screen tv, personal safe, hair -dryer and
tea & coffee making facilities. The Liner also
| boasts its own restaurant, along with a large
{ lounge bar.

Currently rated an impressive
4.5/5 on Tripadvisor.

12th - 15th MAY 2024

SIGHTSEEING HIGHLIGHTS

The tour programme aims at providing
a good balance of organised sightseeing
and free time and include a city tour in
the of an official guide. This
will orientate you and help you to decide
between the marvellous choice of sight-
seeing options in Liverpool that include
the following.

The Waterfront Area

Albert Dock

The Two Cathedrals

The Walker Art Gallery

‘Tate Liverpool

The Beatles Story

The Maritime Museum
Western A Museum
The International Slavery Museum
The Cavern Quarter

The Museum of Liverpool
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The programme also features the famous
Anthony Gormely Statues on Formby’s
wonderful sandy beach, and the option to
visit the U-Boat Story Museum which is
due o reopen in spring 2024.

The itinerary further includes a visit to
Trentham Gardens near Stoke-on-Trent
onlhewaytohverpod and a visit to
“Sh ’, the ancestral home of the
Earl’sdbdrﬁeldmopmdbyﬁ\e
National Trust.




From the top - The Catholic Cathedral, the
Beatles, Speke Hall, the Mersey Docks &
Harbour Board, Anfield and the Anglican
Cathedral.

A Must - The newe €72

WHAT’S INCLUDED IN THE PRICE?

Luxury coach with toilet, fridge & dvd
3-nights hotel accommodation
3-course evening meals in the hotel each evening
Full English breakfasts in the hotel throughout
Full sightseeing programme
Guided city tour
Opportunity to visit either Speke Hall (NT) or the U-Boat Museum
Ticket for Trentham Gardens - see bookimg form
Visit to the Shugborough Estate (NT) on the way home
Provision for driver’s gratuity

Optional supplement - single room - £90

THE ITINERARY
NB - Dinners are booked in the hotel restaurant for 19.00 each evening.

Sunday - The group will drive to Liverpool via the M1 & A50 with
the plan is to break the journey with a visit Trentham Gardens just
outside Stoke-in-Trent. From here the group press on to arrive at the
hotel by mid-afternoon and, once settled-in the remainder of the day
is free until dinner is served in the hotel’s restaurant.

Monday 13th May - In the morning there will the opportunity to
embark on a coach tour of Liverpool in the company of a local guide
which will take in nearly all the major sites. The afternoon is then free
for independent sightseeing.

Tuesday, 14th May - In the morning everyone will have the choice
of joining an optional trip to the National Trust’s Speke Hall, situated
just 5 miles from the city centre, or taking the famous ‘Ferry Cross the
Mersey’ to the U-Boat Story Museum at Birkenhead.

The afternoon is then free until 15.30 when the coach will set off from
the hotel to Formby to see the widely admired Anthony Gormley
statues. This is only just outside the city, and so after returning to the
hotel there will be time to freshen-up before sitting down to dinner.

Wednesday, 15th May - The coach will start the homeward journey
after breakfast. On route there will be a visit to Shugborough Hall,
the ancestral home of the Earls of Lichfield, now run by the National
Trust. The expected time of arrival back in St Albans is 16.30.




ST ALBANS PROBUS CLUB

LIVERPOOL TOUR

SUNDAY 12th - WEDNESDAY 15th MAY 2024

BOOKING FORM / ONE PER ROOM

Address b s e i e s b i Lo e s PR s i

...................... I RN S p o 1l T R A I AR SR s

PICK-UP PLEASE NOTE
1) _The cost of the holiday is £475 per person. To book simply send your completed

* Whitecroft (09.00) booking form to Steve Mitchell at Mitchellwood Travel (address below).

2) To secure your place also need to pay a £100 per person non-refundable deposit, and
this can be done in two ways. Either by sending a cheque made payable to Mitchellwood
Travel Ltd, or via bank transfer direct to Mitchellwood Travel Ltd.

* Watford Road (09.15)

ROOM TYPE Bank Details  Sort Code 82-61-37  Account No. 00286892

that this is what you have done.

3) Mitchellwood has relinquished its status as a travel insurance agent - see reverse
side. Therefore, you need to make your own arrangements. When doing this we urge
you to choose a well-known respected company like Saga, Staysure or The Post Office.

* Twin

* Double D If paying via bank transfer please email both John Hart and Mitchellwood Travel to say

Single (£90 supplement) 4) Single Rooms - Please note that the maximum number of single rooms is six and
so, if you want a single rooms, we urge you not to delay booking.

All room types are subject to availability, and will be

allocaled on @ first come first served basis, 5) The U-Boat Museum - This is due to reopen in spring 2024, and so we do not yet
know the price, but we will be buying a combined ticket that includes passage to the
THE U-BOAT MUSEUM museum via the famous ‘Ferry Cross the Mersey. Details will follow when we send
OR SPEKE HALL (NT) your final balance invoice.
(see note 4)

6) Please note that the final balance of £375 per person will be due on, or before, the
L 12th March 2024. Final balance invoices will be sent out in late February, and any single
U-Boat Museum D room or sea view supplements, if applicable, will be added then.

7) Joining instructions & luggage labels will be sent to you around 2-3 weeks before
* Speke Hall (NT) D

departure.

* Please tick if a National 8) If you have any questions please contact John Hart.
Trust memeber Tel. 01727 761532 Email - hartjm@ntlworld.com

ANY SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS? ~ W e 2 i
e MITCHELLWOOD TRAVEL LTD

give details).

6 LANGTONS COURT, AL RESFORD,

HANTS SO249U1

.............................................................. Tel. 01962 735747

.............................................................. Email - mitchellwoodgroup@bteconnect.com







