PROBUS CLUB OF ST ALBANS

Founded 26" January 1984
www.probusclubofstalbans.co.uk

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

After our February lunch, International TV comedy writer, Brad
Ashton, gave us a fascinating talk about the many top name
comedians he had written TV and Radio series for,

| during his half century career. These included Hilda
15 Baker, Tommy Cooper, Les Dawson, Benny Hill,

~ Frankie Howard and Ernie Wise. He described it as

‘The Job of a Laugh time’. During his talk he also
took us backstage to the Golden Days of Comedy
and revealed a few startling facts about some of our favourite
entertainers such as Bruce Forsythe, David Frost ,Bob Monkhouse
and Tony Handcock. Brad has also written five books about humour.
Now aged 91 he described himself as semi-retired!

After his talk, Brad was invited to draw our raffle and the following
were the lucky winners:-

Pip Cullingford won a bottle of La Ferla Nero d’Avola 2019 (Sicily)
John Hart won a bottle of Domaine Laborie 2021 (Languedoc -
Roussillon)

John Parkes won a bottle of Terrenova Blanco 2021 (Sicily)

Our thanks to Peter May for his expertise in selecting the wines and
supplying them.



The Copies of the latest edition of our Members Handbook

Probus Club
of St Albans
Foundad 26 January 1984

were distributed at the January and February lunches. If
any member has not received their copy, please contact
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Peter May. Already there are some amendments to this
aaaaaaaaaa edition. These are:-

FELLS Peter : Peggy sadly passed away on 31 Dec 22

FRIZELL Gerald: Correct email- gdmandaf417@gmail.com (daf not

faf)

WESTERN Mike: Mobile number is now 07305 118160

FUTURE EVENTS

North Yorkshire Coast 22"- 26" MAY 2023

Many of us are looking forward to our coach holiday based in
Scarborough and staying at the Crown Hotel & Spar. As well
as visiting Whitby, Robin Hoods Bay and Staithes, the coach
will take us on a tour of the North York Moors and call at the
National Trust’s Nunnington Hall. Staithes was featured in
the BBC’s Countryfile TV programme on 12" February.

Bournemouth & Dorset 17™-21% September 2023

Our sister club ‘Probus Verulamium’, usually referred to as
Probus 2, has invited us to join them in their coach holiday to
explore the delights of Bournemouth and the Dorset
countryside, staying at the 4* Hermitage Hotel. This holiday
is also organised by Mitchellwood Group Travel and the flyer
was circulated by email on 11" February to all of our Probus
Members both men and ladies. If you have not received this



flyer and are interested, please contact our secretary, Tony
Savage.

THURSFORD SHOW-27" NOVEMBER

Probus 2 is planning on organising a coach trip to see the
fantastic Thursford Show on Monday 27" November, staying
overnight afterwards at the West Runton Hotel with dinner,
bed and breakfast included in the price. Full details of the
costs were circulated to members by email on 11" February.
If you are interested in going, you are asked to contact John
Willan of Probus 2.His telephone number is 01727 843 696
and his e-mail address:- willan481@btinternet.com

PROBUS CLUB OF ST ALBANS - PAST & PRESENT CHAIRMAN

1984/85 George Wilde
1985/86 Bob Bryant
1986/87 Bill Moon
1987/88 Bill Parker
1988/89 Frank  Hedger
1989/90 Ron Haywood
1990/91 Bob Redding
1991/92 Eric Hewitt
1992/93 Ted Clayton
1993/94 Peter Cooper
1994/95 Bill Wilkinson
1995/96 Philip  Chamberlain
1996/97 Munro Walsh
1997/98 Peter Wincott
1998/99 Michael Howe



1999/00 Ald. Ken Haywood
2000/01 Ron Verran
2001/02 Ken Smith
2002/03 Alan Longstaff
2003/04 Geoff Priseman
2004/05 Rob Weston
2005/06 John Parkes
2006/07 Peter Fells
2007/08 Michael Welling
2008/09 Peter Warren
2009/10 Colin Smart
2010/11 Peter Fletcher
2011/12 John Rolfe
2012/13 Tony Woodhouse
2013/14 Gerald Frizelle
2014/15 Jim Walker
2015/16 Ken Hatter
2016/17 Ron Mycock
2017/18 Mike Foers
2018/19 John Hart
2019/20 Steve  Gildersleve
2020/21 Steve  Gildersleve
2021/22 Stuart Bentley
2022/23 Stuart Bentley (part)— Peter Fletcher(part)

PROBUS LADIES- LUNCHES AND COFFEE MORNINGS

Our ladies are looking forward to their lunch at the golf club
on Wednesday 15" March when the speaker will be a
Simon Smith. His talk will be about an English Almshouse.



Other lunches are booked for 14th June (please note the
June lunch is now one week later than originally advertised)
and 18th October.

Future coffee mornings will be on Wednesdays, 26th April,
19th July, 6th September and 15th November, at Verulam
Golf Club, from 10.30am until noon. The cost will be £3.00 for
coffee and biscuits. Those attending are asked to pay at the
bar on arrival. A book swop takes place on coffee mornings
and ladies are asked to bring books they are prepared to lend
to others.



