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October was also an eventful time for our Club. Stuart Bentley 

stood down as our Chairman due to suffering from ‘long covid’.  

We thank him for all of his service during his extended period 

in office which he agreed to, because of the covid pandemic! 

Peter Fletcher agreed to serve as acting Chairman until the 

AGM. 

 

As club numbers are falling, it was announced that we need to 

recruit new members for the club to survive. All members were 

given a letter from Peter Fletcher with two cards giving key 

information about the club and asked to go forth and recruit!  

Any potential members attending their first lunch would not 

have to pay. 

The speaker at our October lunch was Jim 

Nicolson. His illustrated talk was about four 

forgotten Air VCs of the Great War. After only a 

few hours training they went into combat with 

Germans and Austrians. He showed pictures of 

the range of aircraft used by both sides. Sadly 

some of the four died in the service of their country with their 

wives not receiving a pension.   



On 31st October 26 Probus Members attended Rob Weston’s 

Memorial service which was held in the Lady Chapel of St 

Albans Abbey Church and Cathedral. 

 

FUTURE EVENTS. 

Our next coffee morning is on Thursday 10th November and a 

lunch on 24th November when the speaker will be Stuart 

Nagler. His talk is entitled ‘British Prime Minister 1945 to date’. 

We expect his talk to be a ‘little longer’ now, following the 

resignation of Liz Truss and the appointment of our youngest 

Prime Minister for over 200 years; Rishi Sunak. Congratulations 

to our Speakers Secretary, Peter May, for his brilliant timing! 

 

 Christmas lunch with our ladies is on Thursday 15th December. 

Details are to be circulated by very soon. Keep the date free. 

 

OUTINGS. 

Probus 2 has invited us to join them on a coach outing on the 

4th January 2023 to see the Kew Gardens Christmas lights. 

 

HOLIDAY. 

John Hart has organised with Mitchellwood Travel, a four night 

(five day) coach holiday to the North Yorkshire Coast and 

Moors. We will be staying at the 4 star Crown Hotel and Spar in 



Scarborough. This will be from Sunday 21st to Thursday 25th 

May 2023.The cost is £535 a head with the option for a room 

upgrade at additional cost. The flyer and booking form was 

circulated to all members of both Probus Clubs in September. If 

you did not receive a copy or misplaced it, contact John Hart. 

 

VERULAM GOLF CLUB 

Our new point of contact at the golf club is Phoebe Lisher who 

replaces Lissie Latham as its Events Coordinator. 

 

PROBUS LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB. 

This is a club which is a very friendly and a welcoming group of 

ladies. Membership is open to wives and widows of our Probus 

men’s club. It meets three times a year to enjoy a good meal 

and a variety of interesting speakers; plus five coffee mornings. 

All held at the Verulam Golf Club.  

It next meets for coffee on Wednesday 23rd November. The 

cost is £3 a head and payable at the bar on arrival. At coffee 

mornings there is the opportunity for a book swop. 

 

This newsletter was produced by Tony Woodhouse with 

contributions from Peter Cullens and John Hart and with help 

from Brenda Everest and Mike Western. 

 



 

 

 

 


