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Another Year: Another 

Virus: Another Lockdown? 

The Covid19 virus and its many variants seem 

destined to impact on our lives for the foreseeable 

future. Fortunately the Omicron* variant seems to 

be less disruptive but more easily transmittable, 

although we must wait, with bated breath, to see 

just how troublesome it finally turns out to be. 

For those of us who have holidays planned in the 

near future, the prospects are improving, but 

doubts still remain about testing. But as with all 

New Years, we must look forward with hope. 

On the positive side, snowdrops are in flower, 

other bulbs are showing and slowly the days are 

lengthening. Our meetings are now back to near 

normal, with speakers making personal 

appearances, although Club Zoom meetings are 

continuing. 

This issue is different in two respects; first it is 

published a little earlier than forecast, and second 

it might easily be confused with the now defunct 

but much loved publication Picture Post which 

many of you will no doubt fondly remember (when 

you open up the pages, you will soon see why). 

There is also a competition, see page 4. There are 

no prizes but you may care to enter – just for the 

fun of it. 

A happy new year to you all.                          
                   *Editor’s emphasis                                             

In this issue 

On Page 2, there is a collage of 

pictures featuring some of the 

members and guests at the 

Verulam Golf Club on the 

occasion of our Christmas lunch. 

There are more pictures of our 

Xmas celebrations on Page 3, 

acknowledging the contributions 

made by various people to the 

day, and also to the life of the 

Club over the past months. And 

there is coverage of our 

speakers in November and 

January. 

And finally, on Page 4, there are 

updates on membership, Club 

outings and our links with 

Probus Verulamium, plus a new 

feature, a Caption Competition.  

And sadly, we say farewell to 

past- Chairman Colin Smart. 

 

The next issue will be in early 

May 2022 



Christmas Cheer 

Fifty-nine members and guests were royally entertained at our annual Christmas lunch on 

the 15th of December at Verulam Golf Club, here are some of them …… 

 

 Photographs courtesy of Tony Woodhouse   



….  and, after an excellent meal, Chairman Stuart Bentley first thanked the organising 

committee for their hard work, and Lissie Latham from the Golf 

club who had worked with Tony Woodhouse and Mike Western 

with the finer and final details of the arrangements for our lunch. 

Not to be forgotten were the back-room staff who had 

orchestrated 

the event 

and, in typical operatic fashion, had 

to be dragged from the kitchen to 

appear before a grateful audience. 

There was one final presentation, this time it 

was our own sommelier Peter May. Peter 

has recommended the wines for our 

lunches, and provided the wine for our raffle 

prizes. But more importantly, throughout 

the periods of lockdown, has arranged the 

Zoom presentations – which were available 

to our friends in Probus Verulamium and the 

widows of our former members - for the 

monthly speakers. Open the box, Peter! 

And talking of speakers, in November, we welcomed Ann Deans; she spoke enthusiastically 

about the need for a bypass in St Albans, 

referring specifically to the congestion in 

George Street and Fishpool Street. Following 

complaints, Parliament authorised a review. 

She was not talking about current problems, 

but those that bedevilled travellers in 1815. Has 

anything changed since? Thomas Telford was 

the man commissioned to come up with a plan 

and in 1826, with the assistance of James 

McAdam, Verulam Road was built. 

Later this month, we hope to hear from Anne Lyons about the life, work and legacy of 

Samuel Ryder. This is a fitting topic, for the venue where have our monthly lunches was a 

place very familiar to him. His portrait dominates the Club House, although it is doubtful 

that he would now recognise the place where he was Captain on three occasions. 

 

 



Membership 

The Committee have been alerted to the possibility of receiving an application for 

membership from Alberto Valota. Many of you will remember Alberto’s restaurant in 

Adelaide Street. He and his wife, Jacqui, joined us for our Christmas lunch in December, and 

he plans to attend the January meeting. We look forward to him joining us. 

Caption Competition 

There are two pictures to choose from, or you may 

choose to suggest a suitable caption for each of them. 

There are no prizes – not even an extra chocolate mint 

at lunch time. 

Entries by email to Mike Foers. 

mikefoers@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Club Outings 

As our membership shrinks, it is becoming more and more difficult to organise Club outings. 

The Verulam Club (VC) is also experiencing similar problems. And so, a joint meeting of 

representatives of the two Clubs took place on 4 January. We have, in the past, relied on 

support from the VC, and we have reciprocated and helped out with their events. 

A small working group has been set up to look at future excursions and holidays; Tony 

Woodhouse is our representative.     

Colin Smart 1935 – 2021 

A family man and well respected architect, Colin is perhaps best known to most of us 

for his involvement in the development of the Museum and Gallery in the Old Town 

Hall. 

He was a keen philatelist having collected an extensive collection of stamps and 

accumulated a vast amount of information about the postal history of Jamaica. Not 

really surprising since he lived and worked in Jamaica for a number of years, designing 

and overseeing the building of schools. 

His wife Maureen died in September 2019, and Colin never really got over the shock. 

He is survived by three children, Kay, Andrew and Richard. 
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