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We’re all going on a 

Summer Holiday 
The destination for the Summer Holiday 2020 will 

be the delightful Devon town of Paignton.  

 

Situated in south Devon, Paignton has a long 

welcoming stretch of easily accessible seafront 

enhanced by its promenade, pier and colourful 

beach huts. These all help to justify its claim to be 

the jewel of the English Riviera. 

The date of the holiday is set as the 17th to the 22nd 

of May next year, and while final details are still to 

be agreed the cost will be £495. 

Details are now available and applications from 

members are already rolling in. If you have not yet 

received details, contact President John Hart, or you 

can pick up an application form at the November 

meeting. 

Remember 

Absence from lunch. If you are 

unable to attend a lunch, you 

must notify Peter Fletcher not 

later than midday on the 

Monday preceding the lunch (tel 

no 854848). 

Payment for lunch. If you do 

not pay by direct debit, please 

pay by cheque and send your 

cheque to Mike Western three 

days before the lunch.   

Next lunch meetings. The next 

lunches will be on November 

28th, December 12th (our 

Christmas lunch) and January 

30th 2020, meeting from 12-00 

onwards for lunch at 1-00pm.   

Coffee mornings. In addition, 

we have our popular coffee 

mornings. These will be on 

Thursdays 7th November and 9th 

January 2020 from 10.30 until 

12.00 noon. There is no coffee 

morning in December. 

 

Next publication date will be 

mid-February 2020. 



 

 

Our Autumn Meetings Speakers 

In August, our lunch-time speaker was Nick Cook. Nick took us on a light-hearted journey; 

cruising around Greece following in the footsteps of Jason, the legendary Greek hero and 

leader of the Argonauts. 

Following the dethronement of his father by the usurper Pelias, Jason was put in the care of 

the centaur Chiron. King Pelias pretended he would 

step down in Jason’s favour in return for the Golden 

Fleece. Jason set out with his band of Argonauts, 

including his friend Heracles, to find the mystical 

fleece. On the way they stopped in Lemnos. The 

Lemnian women had killed all the men so, not 

surprisingly, they invited the Argonauts ashore. And 

that is where Jason’s adventures really began! 

John was followed, in September, by David Keen. David worked at the RAF Museum in 

Hendon and he gave us an extremely interesting and compulsive talk about the raids on the 

dams of northern Germany by 617 Squadron of the Royal Air Force in May 1943. 

Unfortunately, an extremely sunny afternoon destroyed the quality of the slides Paul was 

attempting to use to illustrate his talk. However, most members were familiar with the 

background of the raids, mainly due no doubt to the film The Dambusters which 

immortalised the exploits and the tribulations of Barnes Wallis, the inventor of the bouncing 

bomb, and Guy Penrose Gibson the officer who led the raids. 

And then, in October we had Kathryn Hutchins telling us about A Writer’s Life. Locally-based 

Kathryn studied English at Lancaster University. In her debut 

novel, The girl at the end of the road, she addresses the 

problems of a woman learning to cope with autism and 

Asperger’s Syndrome, and the larger issue of the care of the 

elderly in our community. 

Her second novel The key of all unknown was soon followed by 

a third The Gardener’s Daughter and then a fourth with 

another one still on the writing table. Kathryn believes that 

through her writing she has boosted her confidence and self-

esteem this, in turn, has enabled her to cope with life’s challenges. 

Nigel Macknight brings this year’s speaker programme to a conclusion in November with an 

account of The World Water Speed Record before we welcome Terry Cox who will open next 



year’s programme with his talk entitled On the beat: 1914-18.    

     

Club outings 

There have been two major outings this autumn. The first was to the Hindu Temple in 

Neasden, a visit organised by John and Elizabeth Shoobert; the second was to Ickworth in 

Suffolk, organised by Peter Fletcher. A third trip – to the DP World: London Gateway is 

imminent. 

The Hindu Temple                                                                                                                                  

In August, thirty-six members and friends travelled by coach to the Hindu Temple in 

Neasden. The visit started with a film showing the 

construction of the temple and was followed by a 

tour of the building. 

The members of the group were privileged to 

witness a traditional Hindu prayer ceremony 

before visiting an exhibition designed to help 

visitors understand Hinduism. After a question and answer session about the temple and 

Hindu beliefs the group were able to sample an Indian-style buffet lunch. 

Ickworth                                                                                                                                            

During a spell of extra-fine weather in September, 35 members, wives and friends visited 

Ickworth, an Italianate palace near Bury St Edmunds in 

Suffolk. Built in the early 19th century to showcase the 

Hervey family’s collection of silver, furniture, books and 

paintings it celebrates the Hervey’s passion for Italy. 

The famous Rotunda building houses one of the finest 

silver collections in Europe. 

But the Rotunda looks rather different than usual. In 

order to install new Westmoreland- slate tiles as part of a £5million conservation project, 

the entire building had to be shrouded in an enormous scaffold structure. The undertaking 

echoes the materials and skills used to build Ickworth back in 1806. 

Christmas at Ardmore House 

Our December meeting is the second of two lunches each year when we invite our 

partners and friends to join us.  This year we shall be joining with another big event – 

the General Election. So whether you vote before or after lunch (or don’t bother to 

vote), don’t forget to be at the Belvedere Restaurant for our Christmas lunch at           

1-00pm on Thursday 12th December. 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        

Farewell 

Alec Paterson 1934 – 2019              

Alec was born in Liverpool, he attended Merchant Taylors School in Crosby before 

reading law at Durham University prior to going to Gray’s Inn to train as a barrister. 

After two years National Service he chose to use his legal qualifications to work in 

industry; mainly in the legal departments of various pharmaceutical companies. Later 

he joined a local firm of consulting engineers as company secretary. During his time in 

industry he met Sheila, and they were married in 1966. Alec retired in 1997 and then 

trained as a guide at St Albans Abbey. As his health deteriorated, he and Sheila enjoyed 

the company of his many friends, children and grandchildren. 

We also bade farewell to John Jones. John joined the Club in 2007 but with failing 

health he move into a care home and was made a Honorary Member. He died on 20th 

September. 

Maureen Smart was a stalwart of the Ladies Section; she was Chair of the luncheon club 

for over 5 years. Maureen died of cancer after a short illness. She will be greatly missed. 

.…… and Welcome 

We have recently welcomed two new members; Stuart Bentley and David Reece. 

Stuart and his wife Shirley ran their own company producing personalised gifts and 

cards. They retired in 2009. Stuart joined us on a free transfer from Ilford Probus Club.  

You should by now have received a personalised sticker for your Members Handbook. 

David hails from Gloucestershire and worked in IT for over 42 years. He worked mainly in 

the City for Companies such as UBS, Barclays and RBS, but he also worked with BskyB, 

Tesco and Whitbread. He loves cricket and is a qualified ECB cricket coach. He retired 

earlier this year and plans to spend more time playing golf and watching cricket. 

Footnote 

John Wilde was one of the Club’s founder members and its first Chairman. His daughter 

Jane married Stephen Hawking the celebrated theoretical physicist and cosmologist. 


